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To the Readers 
CONSCIENCE. 


Onſcience;, how thou walt 
take it I know not : however 
I have adventured to write 
a few lines unto thee,becauſe 
I know thou art well acquainted with 
my Reader, and canſt do much with 
him if thou wilt ;, and if thou be a good 
Conſcience thou wilt, Naturally good 
I know thou art, ] would hope that thou . 
art Spiritually good, purged from dead 
works by the Bloud of Chriſt, Heb. 
9. 14. 4nd made good by thepower of 
the Reſurrefion of Jeſus Chriſt , 
1 Pet. 3.21. and art abletogive area- 
ſon by thy hope to be ſaved, 1 Per. 3. 
15,16, and that thou ſtandeſt upon 
thy watch and ward againſt Sin, Sa- 
tan, and the World, 1 Tim. 1.18,19. 
However thou art naturally good ; 
3 ſome- 


Totoe Readers Conſcience. 


Jemething thou haſt retained ſince the 
Fall, all is not loſt : Reaſon, Know- 
ledge, and the power of Reflattion thou 
haſt ;, and to ſpeak, according. to thy 
Knowledge, and to tell every one with 
whom thou haſt to do the truth how "tis 
with them, is thy eſſential property. 
Even thoſe(John 8.6, g.) that tempted 
Coriſt, that they might have ſomething 
ro accuſe nin of ,were convitted of therr 
Conſciences;, their Conſciences dealt 
plainly with them, and told them the 
truth, that they were not without ſin. 
Conſciencegthou art the Candle of the 
Lord ſearching the inward parts, the 
moſt ſecret thoughts, deſires, and 1n- 
tents of the heart, Prov.20.27. accord- 
zng to that of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor.2.11. 
What man. knoweth the things of a 
man, fave the ſpirit of a man within 
him ? Tho# did/}tell Pharaoh that he 
was wicked, Ex0d. 9.27. and Joleph's 


Bretheren, that they were guilty, Gen. . 


42.21. and Judas that he had ſinned 
n betrayins muocent bloud, Mat. 27. 
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To the Readers Conſcience. 


3,4. I pray thee do as much for my 
Reader if thou ſee cauſe for it. It may 
be thou art a well read Conſcience inthe 
Law of God,enlightned and rightly in- 

formed: If thou -be ſo, thon knoweſt 
my Readers eftate Godward, whether 
good or bad, in the ſtate of Grace or 
Nature. -Thou muſt needs know, for 
thou art always at home with him,and 
there ts not a thowght in his Feart but 
thon art privy to it, nor a word in his 
tongu: but thou heareſt tt,nor a work of 
bis hand bat thou ſeeſt it. God hath 
mage thee his Spy and Overſeer, that ſo 
thou mayſt be a true Witneſs for or a- 
gainſt him, 

Conſcience, thou canſt tell whether 
my Reader be a Child of wrath, as he 
was born, Eph.2.3. or whether he be 
born again, and fo bea Child of God 
by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Gal.3.26. 

Thou canſt tell whether he be as yet 
to this day in the gall of bitterneſs 
and bond ol iniquity,. as he Atts 8. 


2 Zo % k 
A. 3 Thou 


To the Readers Conſcience. 


T hou cant tell whethcr he bein the 

fieſh, and do live after the fleſh or no. 
. Whether he be the ſame that ever he 

was, or whether he be a new creature, 
the workmanſhip of God by a ſecondere- 
ation,born of God and of the. Spirit, 
Janttified throughout , cleanſed from 
filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit. 

Whether he worſhip Ged in ſpirit 
and truth. 

Whether he have only the form of 
godlineſs, or the power alſo. 

Whether he be a Chriſtian outward- 
ly only, or inwardly alſo. 

Whether a hearer only, or a aver 
alſo. h 

Wherh:r he have only a name to 
live, or be alive indeed. 

Whether he be barren and unfruit- 
ful, or fruitful in every good work, 

Whether his Knowledge be affective 
and operative, and ſo ſaving. 

Whether his Faith be unfeigned,the 
Faith of Gods Eleft, working, purify- 
Ng, COnquering . 
Whe- 


To the Readers Conlcience. 


Whether hts Repentance be Reprn- 
tance winto Life, %earing the fruits of 
Carefulneſs, Clearing, Indignation, 
Fear, Vehement Delire, Zeal, Re- 
venge, 2 Cor. 7. 11. 

Whether his Obedience be univerſal. 

Whether he eſteem all Gods Pre- 
cepts concerning all things to be 
right,and whether he hate cvery talle 
way, P/al. 119. 128. 

Conſcience,thou canſt tell whether my 
Reader bave laid aſideall malice and 
all guile, and hypocriſies,and envies, 
and evil ſpeakings, as he # required, 
1Pet.2. I. 

Whether he defires the ſincere milk 
of the word,that he may grow there- 
by, ver..2. 

And whether he do grow or not, 

Whether he be contented withwhat 
he hath attained, or whether he preſs 
forward,after Pauls example, Phil. 3. 
I 3,14. 

Whether he make Religion the great- 
eſt buſineſs he has to do in the world. 

A 4 Whe- 


_ 


To the Readers Conſcience. 


Whether Gogs,Word be his Rule in 
all. 

Whetker Gods glory be his end in all. 

Whether he ſeek, his own things, or 
the things of Chriſt, moſt, 

Whether his Heart be Godward, 
Chriſtward, Heavenward. 

Whether his Converſation be in 
Heaven, and his AﬀeRions upon 
things above. 

Whether he have Oyl in his Veſſel as 
well as in his lamp. © F_a4 $ | 

Whether he can prove"hfs' Union 
with Chriſt. os 

Whether he has made his Calling 
and Election ſure. © 

Whether he be yet made meet for 
the inheritance of the Saints in light. 

Whether he love the appearing of 
Chriſt. 

And Conſcience thou canſt tell whe- 
ther my Reader does live by the Faith 
of the Son of God, as Paul d:d, Gal. 
2. 20. 

Whether he ſhew out of a good con- 

ver{ation 


To the Readers Conſcience; 


verfation his works with meeknelsof 
wildom, James 3. 13. 

What work and labour of love he 
hath ſhewed towards the Name of 
Chriſt, whether he bave miniſtred to 
the Saints,and do miniſter, Heb.6.10. 

Whether he fulfil all the Wills of 
God, as David did, Atts 13.22. 

Whether he fofow God fully, as 
Caleb did. 

Whe'her he be righteous before 
God, walking in all the Command- 
mentsan|i Ordinances. ot the Lord 
bl: melefs, 4/Zechary ard Elizabeth, 
Lu! @ 1.6. 

Whether be be holy in all manner of 
cor.verſation,. as he is required to be, 
1 Pet. 1 15; 

Whether his Converſation in this 
Wortd be in-fimplicityand godly lin- 
cerity, 2 Cor. 1: V2: + 

Whether he be \ zcalous of good 
works, Tit.-2. 14. 

Whether the zcal of Gods Houſe 
do even cat him up. 

A5 Whe- 


To the Readers Conſcience. 


Whether be be contented to be no- 
thing that God may be al}, and to be 
accounted vile ſo God may be ho- 
noured. 

Whether he deny himſelf, and take 
up his Croſs and follow Chriſt, Mat. 
IO. 24. 

Whether he rejoyce in hope,and be 
patient in tribulation, and continue 
inſtant in prayer, Rom. 12. 12. 

Now Conſcience, I have an earneſt 
requeſt to thee ;, and ſeeing thou always 
lodgeſt in the boſom of my Readerthou 
canſt not want. an opportunity. to do 
what I ſhall requeſt of thee. My: Re- 
gueſt is this, That thou woulaſl deal 
boneſtly with my Reader, and tell him 
the truth of his eftate what it ts, : 

If he be a child of wrath, and in'the 
gall of bitterneſs and.bond of iniqui- 
ty, tellhim ſo, and ſay to him as Petcr 
zo Simon Magus, ARts 8. 23. 1 per- 
ceive thou art in the gall of bitter- 
nels and bond of iniquity, a child of 
wrath, and the wrath of God will come 

: Hp- 
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To the Readers Conſcience. 


rpon thee if thou continue fo Eph.5. 6. 

If my Reader do live aiter tie fleſh, 
(and ſure thou canſt tell whether he ao 
fo or no.) Good Conſcience tell him 
that he dos ſo, and that if he ſhall*con- 
tinue fo to do,he ſhall die, and ſhew him 
Rom.$.13. and bid him read it. 

If my Reader 'do the work of the 
Lord negligently, dece:tfully;, if he 
offer to God a corrupt thing when 
he has a male to offer, t«/! h1mz of tht 
curſe whith hangs over bis head, anc: 
mak? him read Jer. 48.10. Mat. 1. 1.4 

It he have no prayer in his Fawnly, 
cauſe him to read ſer. IO 25, | 

If he remember not the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy, ove him no reſt, tall 
thou haſ? gotten himtore:d and ponger 
upon what is Writtcn Jer. 17.27. 

If he be an jale, ſlothful, vnprofita- 
ble ſervant in the Lords work, [bew 
him Mat. 25. 30. 

If he be an unfruitful tree in the 
Lords vineyard, prevail with Lime ' fer 
thou cant doit) to read again: ard 


#0 4417h 


To the Readers Conſcience. 
again the words of Chriſt, Luke 13: 7, 


8,9. ſhew hins alſo, Math, 7. 17..and 


Heb.6,7,8. Say to him, Why doſt thou 

not take the Bible and read it ? 
Conſcience, if my Reader believe not 

#n Jeſus Chriſt if be do not obediential- 


ly reſt upon him alone for ſalvation,tell - 


him that if he do not believe the ſooner 
he muſt be dammed, Mark 16. 16. 

If he have not repented, if ne have 
ot confeſſed his fn. and mourned 
for it, and turned from it unto God 
tell himhe muſt do it or periſh, and ſhew 
him, Luke 13. 3, 5- | 

If he be unrighteona, good Conſcience 
tell bim, that if he continue ſuch, he 
ſhall never inherit the Kingdom of 
God. Compel him to read, 1 Cor. 6. 


9, 10. 

If be be unholy,tell himgthat he ſhall 
never ſeethe Lord; and let him not 
be quiet till be has taken the Bible and 
read it in, Heb. 13. 14. - 

If he be unregenerate, tell him, | 
eannot (if hecontinue ſo)lee the K : ng- 

on 
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To the Readers Conſeience. 


dom of God. Put the Bible into his 
hand, and bid him read, John . 3, 5+ 

Conſcience, if my Reader be aneg- 
leer of that great Salvation profer- 
ed inthe Gofel, and continue ſo, tell 
him that he cannot eſcape damnation, 
and ſhew him Heb.2. 3. 

If he turn away from him that 
fpeaketh from Heaven to him,te/l him 
that he cannot elcape the wrath of 
God; and ſhew him Heb. 12.25. and 
Ads 3.23. and ask him whether he be 
not afraid of deftruttion ? 

And if he ſhall ſtill refuſe to hear- 
ken,and ſtill pull away the ſhoulder,and 
Stop his ears, and make his heart like 
an Adamant ſtone, tell him that great 
wrath will come upon him, Zech. 7. 
It, 12. 

Conſcience, if my Reader be one of 
that black, catalogue 1 Cor.6.9, 10. or 
a doer of the works of the fleſh, Gal. 
5+ 19,20, 21. tell him, that he ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
And if he ask thee what warrant thou 

ba#3 


To the Readers Conſcience. 


"-y fo, refer him to the forecited 
63 res. 
py ary ce, if my Reader ſhould be 
fearful, unbelieving, abominable ; if 
he ſhould be a Murderer ,a Whoremon- 
ger, a Sorcerer, an Idolate r; a Liar, 
rell him that if he continue ſuch, he 
miſt have his part in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimſtone : and 
make him read Rev. 21.8. 
Cunſcience, if my Reader be a proud 
perſon, tell him from God, that Gods 
able tozbaſe him, Dan. 4.37. ara will 
be above him, Exod. 18.1 1. and bring 
him down, Pſal. 18.27. and low Prov. 
29.2 3. even to deſtruttion, Prov. 16. 
18. and 15.25, Get him alſo to read 
Ifa.2.11.to 18. and [fa. 3. 16. to the 
end. | 
If my Reader be a covetows perſon, 
good Conſcience, let him know from the 
hee of God, 
That he is atroubler ofhis own 
hou Prov. 15.27. 
. That he ts in Gods —_ an 
Ido- 
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To the Readers Conſcience. 


Idolater, Col.3.5. Eph. 5.5. 

3. That he is hated and abhorred 
of God, Pal. 10.3. 

4. That he is ſorely threatncd Ifa 5, 
1. 1fa. 10 1, 2. Job 20, IF, 19, 20. 
and 27.16,17,18. 1Cor. 16.10. And 

et himto read 1Tim.6.9,10. 

And Conſcience, if my Reader be 4 
voluptuous perſon, an adulterous un- 
clean perſon, T muſt intreat thee to ſend 
him to the Bible, and to ſee that he 
read and conſider theſe following Scrip- 
tures of the Old: and New Teſtament ;, 
Prov. 2. 18, 19. Prov. 5. 3,456, tO 
14.\ Prov. 6.26,32,33-. Prov. 7.21. 
to the end of the chap. Prov. 22.14. 
Prov. 23.27. Prov. 29.3. Ecclelſ 7. 
26. 1Cor.5.9. 1 Cor.6.9, 10. Eph. 
5-5,6. Heb. 13.4. Rev. 21. 8. and 
22,15. 

Good Conſcience, be at him again 
and again, and never leave him till 
thon haſt cotten him to 70 into his Cl:- 
fet, and there to Fber:d one quarter or 
hilf an hour in pondering on theſe Scri- 
prures. Cne 


To the Readers Conſcience. 


Conſcience, do thy office 5, thou art 
Goas Deputy, fail not to be faithful, 

Poſſibly thou mayeſt ſay, That thou 
haſt done it again and again, but they 
will not hear, they are deaf to me as well 
4s to you. But Conſcience, if thou be a 
good Conſcience, ſpeak louder, ſpeak not 
with ſo low a voice, lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet, for thou art ordained a 
Preacher to ſhew my Readers their 
tranſgreſſions and ſins. 

Be not ſilent whether theywill hear, 
or whether they will forbear, yet ſpeak, 
unto them. I know my Readers, many of 
them, will endeavour to ſilence and ſtop 
thy mouth, they dont love to be tuld of 
therr faults,or what their eftate ts : but 
Conſcience be 1:4t thou rebelliom, but do 
that which 1:1h;ne Oftice to aa.. I knew 
thou haſt mich t9 charge my Readers 
with, 

Some of theys ( thou knoweſt) do net- 
ther real the Sc riptures, nor pray in 
their Families, or Citkechize them 
that arc committed ta their charge. 
Others 


To the Readers Conſcience. 


Others pray not in their Cloſets, nor 
dothey commune with their own hearts 
about their ſpiritual eſtates ; they exa- 
mine not themſelves, whether they be in 
the Faith,cr whether Chriſt be in them; 
they compare not themſelves with the 
Word of God, tc krow how it # with 
them, 

Some Send their time and ſtrength, 
and Eſtates in Rioting and Drunken- 
neſs, in Chambering and Wantonneſs, 
wm Strife and Envying. 

Some trifie away their precious tims 
in Taverns, Ale-houſes, Play-houſes, 
Ciffee-houſes. 

Some embrace this preſent world with 
Demas. 

Some are lovers of Fleaſures. more 
than lovers of Ged, 

Some acknowledge God mn their 
word;, and in their works deny him. 

Some have left their firſt love. 
Some are lukewarm neither hot nov 
cold. 
Some ſay, Lord, Lord,but will not do 
the 


To the Readers Conſcience. 
the things that he ſ:ys unto them. 


Some believe not with their Heart: 
what with their Mouth they ſay they 
do believe. 

Some confeſs ſin with their lips, but 
do neither mourn for it nor hate it,nor 
turn from it with their Hearts. 

Some pray for that they would not 
have. 

Same hear the Word, but will not do 
#, 

Some lowe-in word and tongue , but 
not in deed and in truth.” 

Some faſhion themſelves according to 
this world, yet would not be thought to 
be of the world. 

Some Dedicate and Dewvote their 
Children to God, to the ſervice of that 
one God who is Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, and when they have ſo done,they 
alzenate them from his ſerace to the 
ſervice of the World,Fleſh, and Dewi, 
breeding them up in Idleneſs,Pride,and 
Wantonneſs. Never, or never to any 
purpoſe minding them of their Baptiſ- 


mal 


To the Readers Conſcience. 


mal Covenant and Engagements, to bt 
wholy and only the Lords. 

Some neglett relative Duty,(as thou 
Conſcience knowe8t very well.) 

Are not ſome Husbands bitter to 
therr, Wives, and. ſome Wives diſobe- 
dient to their Husbands ? 

Do not ſome Parents provoke their 
Children to wrath ? and do not ſome 
Children diſhonour their Parents ? 

Do not ſome Maſters deny that which 
ts juſt and equal to their Servants? and 
are not ſome Servants unfaithful to 
their /Maſters ? Do thou wot know all 
this to be true, Cmmſcience ? Doubtleſs 
thou doeſt,and doubtleſs thou doeſt of+ 
ten nip and twinge them for it; But 
good Conſcience make them feel, make 
them ſmart let them not go on un peace, 
difturb them, haunt them continually , 
tell them their own, and take a fit tume 
and ſeaſon for it. 

My Reader doth frequently,or ſome- . 
times at leaſt, hear Sermons. Sermons 
of the neceſſity of the New-birth, Faith, 


Re- 


To the Readers Conſcience. 
Repentance, Holineſs. Take this op 


portunity,Conſcience, of teting him the 
with. vay to him, heareſt thou what | 
the Preacher ſays ? hath he not clearly 
proved the neceſſity: fNew birth, Faith, 
Repentance, Holineſs unto life Eter- 
nal, What wilt thou do, Man, Wo- 
man? Thou art not New-born, thou 
haſt not believed nor repented, thou art 
not Holy. Sure thou canſt not enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven, Joh.3.3. 
Surethou muſt be damned,Mat. 16. 16. 
Sure thou muſt periſh,Luke 13.3. tho 
canFt not ſeexthe Lord to thy comfort, in 
that unholy eſtatethou art now in Heb. 
12. 14- 

MyReader prays conſtantly,or ſome- 
thines at leaſt, and ſays, Lord give me 
& better Heart, a new Heart, aclean 
Heart, a ſoft Heart, a fingle Heart. 
Lord, write thy Law in my Heart, 
plant thy Fear in my Fleart, put thy 
Spirit into me, cauſe me to walk im 
thy Statutes. Now Conſcience, tell hims 
the truth , ſay to him, Thou draweſt 


nigh 


To the Readers Conſcience. 


nigh to God with thy lips but thy heart 
is far from him. Thy Lip doth ask, 
theſe things of God, but thy heart dos 
not deſire theme, thou art well enou7h ſa- 
tified and contented, though thou be 
denied, 

My Reader is ſometimes buſy in his 
Calling : Conſcience go to him and ſay, 
O how buſy thou art for back and belly ! 
what proviſion makeſt thou for thy ſoul? 

My Reader is ſometimes at a Feaſt, 
or at his own Table : go to him Conſci+ 
ence, and ſay, O how ſweet this meat is 
to thy taſte ! when ſhall the Word of 
God,and the meat indeed, and the drink, 
indeed, be as ſweet ? | 

MyReader ts ſometimes in aT avern, 
Ale-houſe, or Coffee-houſe. Conſcience, 
when he has done his neceſſary buſineſs 
there, goto him and ſay, Is not thy Fa- 
wily or Cloſet, a fitter place for thee to 
be in ? 

Sometimes he is walking in the fields: 
Conſcience,goto hm and ach him what 
he is meditating on, and put him in 

mind 


- 


F 
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To the Readers Conſcience. 
mind of [{aac's prattice, Gen.2.4. 6. 
My Reader 1s ſometimes ſich, « goto 
him, Conſcience, and ſay, This us the 
juſt hand of God upon thee + and bid 


him take his Bible and read Jer. 4.18; * 


Sometimes my Reader tuk:s Phyſick: 
go to him, Conſcience, and ſayto him, 
When wilt thou 'be at ſo much coſt for 


thy foul? when wile thou / arp fo much | 


time f:um thy buſineſs for thy ſoul? 
whey wilt thoukeep thy Chamber a day 
or two for thy ſouls health ? 


"> Poſſibly my Reader hath lately been 
recovered out of a dangerows fit of ſick; 


meſs :- goto him,Conſcience,and put him 
in mind of his ſick-bed prayers and pur- 
poſes,and ſay to him, Sin no more, leſt 
a worle thing come unto thee. | 

Conſcience, have but a very little pa- 
tience more,& I have done.Some of my 
Readers, thou knoweſt, have lain under 
the means of Grace a long time Vncon- 
wverted:, would I could perſwade thee to 
force them toread Heb.6. 7,8. Jer.5. 
29, Ezck.24.13,14. Mat.23.37, 38. 
Luke 


Totoc Readers Conſcience. 


Luke 19.41,42. 2 Cor. 13.5. and not 
let them be quiet until they have muſed 
4 while on each. Conſcience, I am in 
care and fear about my Readers, leſt 


; © that dreadful Meſſage be ſent to them, 


that once was ſent to [{rael of old, 1a. 
6.9, IO» with Rom. 11. 18, I beſeech 
thee, Conſcience, ſuffer them not to eat, 


: drink, or ſleep in quiet until they have 


fixed their thoufhts a while on this 
Meſſage after the reading of it. Con- 


+ feience,] am out of hopes of my Reader s 


welfare, unleſs thou be the more vigs- 
lantdiligent,and faithful in doing thy 
office. Wherefore I beſeech thee, nay 1 
charge thee,as once Paul charged Timo- 
thy, 2 Tim. 4.1. before God and the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing 
and his - Kingdom, preach the Word 
to my Reader, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out 
of ſeaſon, Reprove, Rtbuke, Exhort 
bim,and continue thy ſpeech to him (as 
once Paul did to his Hearers, Afte20. 
7-) until midnight rather than fail of 
pre= 


To the Readers Conſcience. 


prevailing with him. There are a few 
other Scriptures,which I deſire my Rea- 
der might peruſe, viz. 1 Sam. 2. 25, 
2 Chro.25. 16. Pro.29.1. But Con- 
ſeience, if thauwilt not by earnest ani 
tontinual urging compel him, be wil 
not beſtow the time,nor take the pain: 
to doit, Inhope thou willt be faithful. 
to my Reader, I ſhall add no more ſaw 
only the promiſe of amy prayers that 
thou mayſt be ſo. 


(1) 
SERMON L 


27, 
JOB 2y. 6. 
My Righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will 
not let it go : my Heart fhall not re- 
proach me ſo long as I live. 


| Y Righteouſneſs I hold 

/& faft. His Friends would 
N have robb'd him of it, 
k would have perſwaded 
him out of it, would have argued and 
diſputed him-out of it, but you ſhall 
not do-it ſaith Fob; I ſtand up-in:the 
defence of it,l hold it faſt, I will not 
let it go : Say what you- will, do 
what you can, I will maintain my 
Integrity, Iam not an Hypocrite as 
you would have me think | am; Fam 
not an unrighteous manas you would 


. Tpeak me to be, and as you 'would 


have me take my ſelf to bez no, my 
Righteouſneſs I will hold faſt, I will 
B 


nor 
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not letitgo; pull while you will, 
will hold it fait. Take we up the 
like Reſolution: there are ſome that 
pretend] to be friends, pretend friend-, 
ſhip and kinggels, but a the part ol 
76's friends here: Oh how many. 
are there that would ſpoil us of our 


Righteouſneſs ! the World,the Fleſt 
and the Devil, pull to take it away; : 


Hold we our.Refolorion not to let it 
go. -Should1 Ict jt go, (faith Fob) 
my Heart would reproach me, would 
upbraid me; my Conſcience would 
accule me of wrong done to my ſelf, 
which,is worſe than -doing- wrong to 
others. -It is bad to'wrong others, 
much' worſe to wrong , our ſelves : 
therefore he is refolved, Ay Heart 
ſhall not reproach me, no not:ſo long as 
I live. In which words you have 
Jeb's holy retolution dy Heart ſhall 
20t reproach me. My Heart, that is, 
my Conſcience, for ip Heart is to be 
underſtood ;| If : aar. 
1 Tobn 3.20,21, heart candemn us, God 
is 
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i greater than our heart : Ard if our 
heart condemn us not, Cc. that is, our 
Conſcience. So that by Heart you 
muſt here underſtand Contcience. 
Conſcience / Is there any {i chthing in 
the World ? Sure one would think 
that Conſcience had been cead iong 
ago, and that there was no Conſct- 
ence now alive in the World. Burt 
(Sirs) it will have a RefutreRtion al- 
ſure your ſelves, for it is of an Im- 
mortal Nature; and though it may 
ſeem to dic, it will have a real Re- 
furrc&ion. S'cep is the image of 
Death, and Conſcience may for a- 
while be aſlcep, but as ſure as ever 
thou'didſt awake when thou waſt 
aſleep, Conſcience will awake cre 
long: and when it ſhall awake, it 
will make you look about. My 
Conſcience ſhall not reproach me, ſhall 
not upbraid, ſhall. not accuſe me of 
any wrong done to my elf, nor of 
any omiſſion of what is iny Duty, 
nor of any commiſhon of what is 

B 2 Trankt- 
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Tranſgreſſion, it ſhall not accuſe me, 
cither for omitting what God hath 
commanded, (and God hath com» 
manded me to preſerve my own In- 
tegrity, and to ſeek my own peace 
and quict; ) or\accule me for com- 
mitting what God hath forbidden. 


God hath forbidden me the wrong: 


ing of my ſelf, and Conſcience ſhall 
not accuſe me for doing what God 
hath forbidden, ſo long as I live. Hi- 
therto his Conſcience accuſed him 
not. O Excellent Fob / A man more 
righteous than his: Neighbour. In 
deed he was one that had the Com- 
mendation of God himſelf z no won- 
der he doth ſtand up in his own juſti- 
fication,being a perſon that had Gods 
fo great Commendation: Fob 1. 1. 
There was 4 man in the Land of Uz, 
whoſe name was Fob ,and that man was 


perfett and pright,one that feared God 


andeſchewedevil And a further Com: * 


mendation the Lord gave him, ver. 8. 
Haſjt thou not conſidered my apt <1 
Job, 
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Fob,that there 1s none like him in the 
earth? &c, No wonder that he ſtands 
upon his own Juſtification. Hitherto 
I have ſo lived that my Conlcience 
cannot accuſe me, and he was relol- 
ved ſo to live. I will have a care 
(whatever I ſuffer) to have Confci- 


' ence on my fide ; I will have Conlci- 


ence to be my Friend, 1 will not do 
any thing that ſhall occaſion Conſci- 
enceto be my Foe; For I were bet-- 
ter to have all the World, yea if 
there were ten thouſand Worlds, it 
were better for me to have them all 
to be my mortal enemies, than to 
have Conſcience to be mine enemy. 
Now it will be needful to conſder 
what Conſcience is that is ſo great a 
Friend or Foe :- it will be the beſt 
Friend, or the worſt Enemy, accord- 
ing as your carriage towards God 


. and Man ſhall be. 1 ſha!l ſherw, 


I. I hat Conſcicnee Is, 
2. Avout what it is imployel. 
3. How it is imployed. 
B 3 And 
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Anc then when I have fo done, I ſhall 
re!! you and prove it, that it ſhould 
be your greateſt care ſo to live, that 
Conlcience may not reproach you 
whileſt you live; and then give 
you realons of it, and then Ap- 

ply it. 

|. General. What Copſctence ts. 

Briefly , Conſcience is a Mans 
Judgement of himſelf, z,e. Of his 
Eſtate and Attions: Or thus, il 
you will, Conſcience is a Powe 
of the Soul ;, for the Soul ts engdow- 
ed with Noble Powers and Facul- 
ties , Underſtanding , Conſcience, 
Memory, Will and Aﬀettions : ant 
Conſcience 1s not the leaſt of them. 
1 ſay, Cinſcience is a Power of the Soul 
taking notice and bearing witneſs of al 
a mans Thoughts, Words and Acts 
ens; and as it finds them, either 
egree or not arreeWith the Rule, it ac 
ciiſes or excuſes, abſol ves gr condemn! 
comfurts or torments. This is Conlci 
ence. Do you think there is any fud 
In 
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inhabitant inyou? Ir may be ſome 
1ave takenno notice of any-luch Inha- 
"Yitant in the Houſe of their Sou!, 
wherh:r there be any luch Power of 
the Soul or no. I tay itagain, Con: 
ſcience is a Power of the Soul,taking 
notice, and bearing witneſs, ('it takes 
notice that it may bear. witnets;) 'of 
all 3 mans Thoughts, Words and A- 
tions; and as it finds his Thoughts, 
Words, or Ations, to be cither a- 
greeins or not agrecins with the 
Rule,ſo it doth excule or accuſe, ab- 
fo've or condemn, comfort: or tor- 
ment. This is Conſcience. 

1. It isa Power of the Soul ; it is 
called Heart 1 Fohn 3 35, For if our 
heart condemn ws, &c, and Eccleſ. 7. 
22, For oftentimes alſo thine own heart 
knoweth, Cc. It is called likewiſe the 
Spirit ofa man, Prov. 18. 14. The 
Spirit of a man will ſuſtain his infirmi- 
ries, but a wounded Sperit Who can 
bear ? : 
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2. Conſcience is a Power of the 
Soul taking notice; it is a moſt cuti- 
ous Obſerver. Conſcience is very” 
quick ſighted. Ir is continually pry- 
ing, though we do not oblerve and 
rake notice of it; yet lo it is. What 
is faid of God Pſalm 132.344. is true 
of his Deputy : Who is that? It is 
Conſcience. Conſcience is no mean 
thing, it is Gods Deputy, and what 
is faid of God in that ploceis true of 
Conſcience : Thou compaſſeſt my path 
and my lying down, and thou art ac-' 
quainted with all my ways, for there is 
not a word in my mouth,but 16,0 Lord, 
thou knoweſt it altogether : Thou haſt 
beſet me behind and before. So that 
a man cannot ſtir but God ſeeth and 
Conſcience ſeeth, .and knoweth and 
taketh noticeof it, and one would 
wonder how Conſcience will revive 
what was done ſeven years,and three 
times ſeven years ago. Conſcience 
will whiſper in your ear, this was in 
your heart, and this was in your 
rongue, 
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tongue, and this was in your hands» 
this was thought by you, that was 
ſpoken by you,and that was done by 
you ; that which we had utterly for- 
gotten, How freſh many years aſter 
doth Conſcience bring it to mind ? 
Conſcience took notice of it, and did 
well obſerve it. Thus Conſcience is 
a Power of the Soul taking notice. 


3- And bearing witneſs, it taketh 
notice that it may bare witnels, if ir 
ſhould not take notice it could nor 
bear witneſs. Can. a man bear wit- 
nels of that which he never knew , 
which he never ſaw, nor heard *? 
Rom. 2.14. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of 
the Gentiles, ſaith, Faving rot the 
Law, they do Ly nature the thing s c0N- 
tained in the Law : theſe having nt 
the Law, are a Liw untothemſelvcs, 
which ſhew the work of the Law written 
n their hearts, their Cmſcierce alſo 
bearing witneſs. 1t is an old Prover- 
bial ſpeech, Conſcience is a thouſand 
Bs Wit- 
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Witneſſes, nay it's more than a thou- 
{and or ten thouſand Witneſſes ; that 
one Witneſs is enough to caſt us. If 
Conlcience be a Witnels, there is ao 
need of any further Witneſs. As _ 
they ſaid of Chrift, What need we any 
further witneſs, we have it from hu 
own mouth ? $o will the Lord ſay 
to the Sinner, Whatneed any further 
Witnels his own Conſcience is wit- 
neſs? You read of the Teſtimony of 
Conſcience, fometimes it is for, and 
lomerimes againſt. 

1. Its ſometimes for us, as 2 Cor. 
1.12. This # 0ur rejoycing (faith the. . 
Apoſtle) the teſtimony of our Conſci- 
ence,that in all ſtmplicity and godly ſin- 
cerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by 
the grace of Gold, we have had our con- 
verſation in the World. 

2. And ſometimes againſt us, and 
then *tis a Hell above ground, a Hell 
on this ſide Hei). 

3- It further follows, that Conſci- 
enceis a Power of the Soul taking 
no- 
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notice of, and bearing witneſs of & 
mans Thoughts, Words and AQti- 

ons, fo that the Thoughts ſhaſl not 
clcape Conſciences oblervation, nor 
ſhall a Word eſcape Conlciences 
hearing, nor a Work Conlciences 
recording. And as Conlcience finc's 
the Thoughts, Words or Actions, et- 
the agreeing or not agrecing with 
the Rule, it will excule or accule. 
Conſcience cannot be a Wiinels of 
our Thoughts, . Words and Actions, 
whether they be according to the 
Rule,or contrary to it, whether they 
agree with the Rule or warp from 
it, unleſs it be a ſtrict Obſezver. And 
if it find our Thoughts, Words and 
Actions to agree with the Ruſc, ir 
exculeth ; it notto agree with the 
Rule, it accuteth : Fom.2. 15. T ber 
thouzhts tw the mea while arc rfing or 
excuſing one another. 

4. And thenit follows, <bſo/ving 
er conderrnzn,, For the truth is Con- 
ſcienceisa Judge, a D:puty J ge, 

whicn 
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which God hath ſet up and given 
Power to, that according as it finds 
Thoughts, Words and Attions, to 
be according to Rule, ornot accord- 
ng to Rule, it may cither acquit or 
condemn. 

5. And then it comforteth or tor- 
menteth alſo, as it findeth thoughts, 
words and actions, either to agree 
or not to agree with the Rule, 2 Cor. 
1.12. This ts our rejoycing inthe Teſti- 
mony of our Conſcience ;, there is the 
comfort of Conſcience. And Markg. 
4.4. It a Worm that never dieth ; 
there is the torment of it. Thus you 


_ ſeeConſcience is a Power of the Soul, 


taking notice and bearing Witnels, 
of all amans thoughts, words and aQti- 
ons; and as itfinds them either agree- 
ing or not agreeing with the Rule, 
it exculeth, or accuſeth, abſolveth 
or condemneth, cofnforteth or tor- 
menteth. This is called Conſcience. 
It 1s called Conſcience ſome think be- 
cauſe it is a Knowledge with others. 
Pray 
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Pray obſerve, God knows, Angels 
know, Devils know, Men know, 
and all theſe witneſs, and Conſci- 


ence knows and witnefſeth with 


them. 1. God knows 7ob 16.19. 
My witneſs u in Heaven, my record is 
on high. There is one in Heaven that 
knows, and one in Heaven that can 
witneſs; though the husband dothnot . 
know,though the wite doth notknow, 
and father and friend doth not know, 
yet God knows, and there is one on 
earth knows, and that is Conſcience. 
Ged is my witneſs, faith Paul, Rom.1. 
v0. God doth know it, and can wit- 


, neſsit. All things are naked and open 


to him with whom we have to do, Heb, 
4+13- It is a notable Scripture, of. 
7.2. Ard they conſider not in their 
hearts, that I remember all their wic- 
keaneſs. Whoever forgets it, and 
though they themſelves forget it,yet 
I remember it well enough. They 
do not conſider that I remember all 
their wickedneſs, their own doings 
have 
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have beſet them about, they are all 
before my face, even what is not be- 
fore the Husbands face ani the Wifcs 
face. God knows what things are 
aRed behind one anothers backs; all 

is beforze Gods Face, 
Pſal.139. begin, he knows it, and takes 


notice 0{it. 2. Angels; 


know it too ; the Angels are Mini- 
ſtring Spirits about fome: they are 
imployed here on Earth, though we 
take no notice of it. They are nour 
Congregatio.'s and Meetings, and 
they obterve how we carry our ſelves 
there, For 11:5 cauſe ought the Wo 
man to have power 01 her hexd,becauſe 
ef the Argels,laith the Apoſtic, 1Cor, 
11. 10» 1.c, the Woman is to be mo- 
deft in the Congregation becauſe of 
the Angels. ihe Lord return Mo- 
deſty home again,tor Modeſty ſeems 
ts be baniſhed from among 1:5. But 
do Angels know? do the good An- 
gels know ? , Yes, when we do well 
the govd Anzels rej c2 : ifa Sinner 
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Sheep be found, there is my 15- 
joy among the Angels ; . /' 
therefore they know it. 3. Thebad 
Angels know too, they go about as 
Oblervers.Y ou cannot go to theCon- 
gregation, but the Devil makes one 
there. The Sower goes out to low 
the good Seed, then comes the Ene- 
my, the D:vil, and ſteals it away, 
Math. 13.19. He allo gocs about 
as a roaring Lion every where, 1 Per. 
5-8. He poes to and fro in the 
earth, and walks up and down in it, 
706 1.7. obſerving what People do z 
ſor he is the Accuſer of the Breth- 
ren,and he will when time ſerves re- 
member people of what they have 
done, thoug" done by his inft:gation 
and temptation - ſee Zech. z 1. Poor 
Creatures are tempted to ccſtroy 
themſelves ; well,God delive.s them, 
and now they are a hamed. O what 
a ſhame is this (faith the D-vil) that 
thou hat attempted to deiroy thy 
ſelf? 


16. Conſcience the Beſt Friend. 


ſelf ? how canſt thou look any body 
in the face without ſhame? go and 


deſtroy thy ſelf, This was the caſe of 


, 


a poor creature that I have twice ſpo- | 


ken with ; once ſhe attempted to 


drown her ſelf; I ſpake with her,and | 
gave her the beſt counſel I could: ſhe - 


aniwered me, Iam aſhamed, I am a- 
ſham-d,1 cannot go about any thing. 
Not many days after ſhe went into a 
Wood to cut her own Throat, hut 


God delivered her : But this poor | 


Creature is ſtill under diſcontent,the 
Devil doth remember her. | beſeech 
you conlider how many Witneſſes 
there are of al] that you do z you 
think to {inin the dark, and to doit 
{o that no eye ſhall ſee you youthink 
to draw the Curtains, and then none 
can ſee you ; but you deceiye your 
telves,it is Noon Day with God till, 
and fo itis with Angels, and with the 
Devil too ; there is nothing hid from 
them. 4. Men know, they are our 
Obſervers. Some have their eyes in 

their 
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their heads,and ſeethat which ſhould 
make their eyes weep and trickle 
down with tears, and if they have 
any Zeal for God, the light of their 
Eyes will affe@ their Hearts. And 
belides this Conſcience allo knows, 
and therefore called Conſcience ( as 
ſome think.) becaule it knows with 
others. It knoweth with God, with 
Angels, with Devils, and knows it to 
beall true which God lays to our 
charge, and what the Devil lays to 
our charge; ſo that Conſcience is a 
Knowledge together with others. 
Rom.g.1. My Conſcience bearing me 
witneſs, My Contcience co-witnel- 
lmg,my Conſcience witneſſing toge- 
ther with God ; God knows it, and 
doth witneſs it z and my Conſcience 
knows it, and doth witnels it ; and 
my Conſcience together with me 
knows it. 

There is a double AR of the Un- 
derſtanding ; there is a Dire&t At 
whereby we know a thing, and there 

15 
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is a Refle:t AR whereby, we know 


that we know it. And this is the 
Attion of Conlcience. [/2. 59. 12. 
For our tranſerc{ſins are multipl.ed 
before thee, and our ſins they teſt:fis 
againſt us;, for onr trauſgreſſions are 
With us, and 4s for our niquities we 
know them, we kow that we have (in- 
ned. $0 that Conlcience is a recoiling 
or a reflexion of the Soul upon it lclt; 
according to that of Paul, 1C1r.4.4. 
Il.Gereral.lcomeinthenext place 

to ſhew about what Conſcience is im- 
ploy'd.It isimploy*d about the whole 
man and all his aRions. . It hath a 
Commiſhon thus to employ it felt a- 
bout the underſtanding, how thatdoth 
aR,aboutthe memory to obſervehow 
that doth a, about the will how that 
doth aR, and the Aﬀections how they 
do aR, it isimployed to obſerve whe- 
ther the man be ſanRified or not, and 
it is imployed about his attions whe- 
ther they-be good or bad, abour our 
actions towards God or Man, to- 
wards 
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wards ourſclves or others. And it is 
impjoyed about every thing that 1s 
cithera Sin or a Duty. Conlcience is 
imployed to obferve how you eat 
and drink, it is imployed to oblerve 
how you drels and habit your ſelves, 


- how you buy and ſell, and deal and 


trade in the World; it is imployed to 
obſerve how you read the Scripture, 
pray in your Family, in your Clozet, 
and in the Congregation, how you 
{ſanRifie the Sabbath, receive Sacra- 
ments, how you ſpend your time, 
how long you ly a Bed in a morning, 
how late you ſet up at night; and a- 
bout what ; to obſerve how you car- 
ry your ſelves alone, and how you 
carry yourlelves in Company,to eb- 
ſerve what you do in the S:reets, or 
inthe Ficld, in this place or in the 0- 
ther place, in this Company or in the 
other Company ; it goeth along with 
you,and it will never leave you. God 
help me to mind this. | hope you will 
maketheſame prayer for your ſelves, 
that I make for my ſelf, Il. 
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III. General. How Conſcience iS 
imployed. From the Deſcription of 
Conſcience which [have given you, 
= may underſtand that Conſcience 

ath ſeveral Offices, the Ofhce of a 
Notary or Regiſter, the Office of a 
Witneſs or Accuſer, the Office of a 
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Judge or a Condemner,the Office of | 
a Comforter or a Tormenter; Con- ' 


ſcience is imployed in ſuch Officesas 
theſe are, and Conſcience will firſt or 
laſt be faithful in the executing of 


them, and it will do its Office to ' 


purpoſe. 


1. It is imployed as a Notary or | 


Regiſter to write down all we do; to 
write it down as with the point of a 
Diamond,to Book it down, and Seal 
it up, that it may come to light a- 
gain, 

2. it is imployed as an Accuſer 
when we do amiſs, when we warp 
from the Rule: 

3. It is imployed as a Judge, to 
pals ſentence of life or death, Oh, 

Sirs, 
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Sirs, how many poor fouls are con- 
demned by their own hearts ? Their 
own Conſciences tell them, Thou art 
2 Damned Creature, thou art an un- 
done ſoul: it may be Conſcience as 
yet doth not ſet in Judgment, it is 
not Seſſions or Aſſizes time with you, 
it may be it is adjourned andput off , 
to a longer time. But aſſure your 
ſelves the time will come, the time 
isat hand. 
4. Conſcience is alſo imployed as 
a Comforter,as an Acquitter andAb- 
ſolver if we do well, 2 Cor. 1.12. This 
# our rejoycing the teſtimony of our con- 
ſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly fan- 
cerity,&c. we have had our conver ſati- 
01 in the world, What greater rejoy- 
cing than this? when Conſcience ſhall 
acquit me in the preſence of God, 
when Conſcience ſhall be able to ſay 
as Hezekiab, Remember, O Lord,how 
I have walked before thee in truth and 
with a perfeft heart, and have done 
that which is good in thy ſight, Oh 
what 
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' what a comfort will it be when Con- { m 


{cience ſhall reflet upon its belicy-\ 
ing in Chrift, upon its confeſhon of 
fin, repentanceand tears, ſighs and 


groansfor lin. This is my rejoicing, | 


the teſtimony of my Conlcience; that 
I have been alone in a corner in my 
Cloſet with tears in mine eyes, and 
forrow in my heart,that I have rolled 
my {elf on Chriſt, andcaſt all my care 
upon him. 


5-Then asa TormentorConſcience . 


is imployed. When Conſcience ſhall 
recoil and thus tefle&t upon a man. 


When thou ſhouldft have been in thy 


Clozet thou waſthere or there in the 
Strect or in the Field, in the Coffee 
Houſe orTaverns:when thou ſhould®t 
have been with God alone, thou haſt 
been el{where. Thou couldftlye down 
and rife up without having God be- 
fore thine Eyes: thou couldſt eat | 
and drink without fear and without 
ru'e, and buy and fell, and habit 
thy ſelf without fear, There is as 
much 


Cor: ſerence the Beſt Friend, 27 


a. | much dagger in babitingand dreſſing 


V - 
of 
1d 
28 
at 
wy 
ad 
ed 


re 


our {elves as in cating and drinking z 
O what if this dreſs ſhould be a ſnare, 
whatif this ſhould occaſion the com- 
mitting of Adultery, He that locks 
upon a Woman to luſt after ber , 
(faith Chriit ) barb committed Adul- 
tery with ber alrezdy in 'his heart. 
Saith one, There is a fine clear skin, 
and fo ſaith a ſecond, anda third ; but 
do yott know what temptation may 
lye in a naked skin': the Lord helpus 
totake heed of it. 1 would commend 
you a little Book, it is but z pence 
price,-it is. called The Hairy Comet, 
very-fit for an: Hairy Age. This is 
indeed- an Hairy Age; Goddeliver 
us from falſe Hearts, for-we can ſce 
almoſt nothing but falſe Heads every 
where. Aſſure your 1elves, Confci- 
ence will tave a bout with men for 
this another day, 

Contcience will not let this go 
unobſerved ; Conſcience doth write 
down this, and will hereafter find a 

time 
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tiine to read it to you: It may be 
the Wife will ſay I muſt pleaſe my | 
Husband,and the Husband will ſay [ | 
muſt pleaſe my Wiſe.But have a care | 
I beleech you to pleaſe Conſcience | 
that it may not be againſt you ano- | 
ther day.;- See that Conſcience be 
for you, and that Conſcience may | 
have no cauſe to upbraid you, and 
torment you another day. Let Fobs 
care be your care; let not Conſci- | 
ence reproach you ſo long as you | 
live. I beſeech you carneſtly,let it 
be your great care to have A Conſci- | 
ence void of offence towards God and 
towards Man ;, towards your elves | 
and others, And if you lo do, you ' 
will have no cauſe to repent your 
being here to hear this Leſſon. | 
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ſt JOB 27.6: 

be My Righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will 
i: motletitgo: my Heart fhall not re- 
, proach me ſo long as I live. 

bs >, 

a+ | His was Fob's reſolution, 
o why ſhould it not be 
S] ours? Thoſe that have 
| felt the Reproaches of 
'd ! Conſcience once, would be loth to 
&! feelthem a ſecond time. The very 
uU" bruitBeaſts, when once they have been 


(25) 


either in the mire, or in the fire, will 
take heed how they come there again. 
Youcan hardly force them into a Bog 
wherein they have been mired, they, 
will turn this way, and that way, and 
run back again upon you, rather than 
run into tne mire wherein they have 
been already. A wounded Conſcience 

* wy9 
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who can vear ? They that have felt 
that wound,anC have gotten it * eal'd, 
will take heed how chey make and | 
ther. | 
ThePropoſiiion | gave you was this; 
It ſnoald te onr greateſt care ſoto live, 
that ourconſcrences mayhave nooccaſion 
#6 accuſe or reproach ua while we live. 
Some do1o live that their neighbours 
can have no occaſion to- reproach | 
them ; ſome there are that ſo live, 
that the very worſt havea good word 
for them; I have known tome that 
have been ſo unblameable, of ſuch a 
ſweet diſpoſition, fo kind and courte- | 
ous to all, and have lived 10 inoffen- : 
ſively, that the worſt have had a good 
word for them. But where are they 
that have or do carry themſelves fo, 
that their Conſciences haveno occaſi- 
on to accuſe them, or to reproach 
them ? Commend me to that perſon | 
if you can. 1 have already ſhewed | 
you what Conſcience is, and about 
what it is imployed, and how it is 
knployed. | 


elt * 
'd, 
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I come now to the Proof of theDo- 
Arine. This was 7obs care you ce; he 
was reſolved upon it, that he would 
ſowalk and ſo watch that Conſcience 
might have no occaſion to reproach 
him. And hath Feb no Fellows ? 
yes many ; the Scripture ſpeaketh of 
{uct as have made it their care ſo to 
walk, that Conſcience might _bave 
no juſt occaſion to reproach them. 
David was one of them, as appears 
by what he faith P/. 16.8. P/.119. 
3, 112, 113. although there was a 
time when he gave Conſcience too 
great occaſion to reproach him, and 
his Conſcience did reproach him to 
purpoſe at laſt. Ah poor Dawa what 
broken bones had he? This was Heze- 
kiah's care,elſe hecouldnot havehad 
the teſtimony of his Conſcience for 
him as he had; R:member(ſaith he,1ſa. 
38.3.)O Lord how I hawewalk:d before 
theein truth and with a perfect heart, 
and have done that which is good an thy 
ſeght. PerieR heart, that is,an upright 

C2 heart; 


IF | 
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heart;perfe&ion,not ofdegrees,butof 
parts,isthere to be underſtood. There 
are many fuch other places in Scrip- 


ture, as inthe Book of Pſalms, Mark 


the perfeft man, and behold the upright , 
where you find one word to explain 
the other. This alſo was Paul's care, 
elle could not he have had the teſti- 
mony of his Conſcience as he had. 
This ts our rejoycing, ({aith he) the te- 
ſtimony of our Conſcience, Fe. 2CGor.1, 
I 2.it was Pauls exerciſe, Atts 24.16. 
And herein do I exerciſemy ſelf,to have 
always a Conſcience void of offence, to- 
ward God and toward Man. 
Reaſon |. 

The grounds and reaſons of it 
follow. One reaſon why we ſhould 
take all poſſible care that Conſcience 
may have no occaſion to reproach us 
is,becauſe if occaſion be given; theſe 
reproches are wnavoidable;lſay,thele 
reproaches,vexations and accuſations 
of Conſcience will be unavoidable ; 


there is no eſcaping from them : we 
may 
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may give occaſion to others,and pol 
fibly there may be {ome avo.dirg that 
which we give occaſion of; bur here is 
n1 avoiding or efcaping in this caſe, 
Conſcience may be aſlzep, and Con- 
{cience may ſay nothing a great while 
but at laſt it will awake and-do its 
office,in accuſing and in j:dging,con: 
demning and tormenting. . David's 
Conſcience was aſleep for a great 
while, but afterwards Nathan com- 
eth tohim from theLord,and rouleth 
Conſcience, and then Conſcience ſet 
moſt violently upon him; as appears 
by P/. 51. where he complaineth of 
broken bones, and praycth that the 
bones which were broken might re- 
joyce. So Foſeph's Brethren, they 
heard nothing 0: Conſcience a great 
while, but at laſt Conſcience twinges 
them, at laſt Conicience put out his 
envenomed ſting ; (no ſuch ſting as 
the ſting of Conſcience) at laft Con- 
ſcience taketh them by the throat, 
Gen.g2.21, And they ſaid one to ano- 

C3 ther, 
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Ther, we are verily guilty concerning 
[the bloud of} our Brother,c.though 
men do with the Harlot for a great 
while wipe their mouths, and ſay, 
What evil haye we done? As Joſeph's 
Erethren, they ſold their Brother 
Zeſeph : Conlcienceſaid never a word 


to them,let them alone a great while : 


they came and told their Father a lie, 
and Conlcience ſaid never a word to 


them, when they told thcir Father | 


that Foſeph was ſlain: they ſaw their 


Father mourning as it he were going | 
down into theGrave,Conſcience faith | 


nothing all the while: a Famine com- 
eth upon the Lahd, Conſcience yet 
faith nothing to them : at laſt they 
come down into E7ypt, there they 
meet with hard uſage,and are in dan- 
ger of impriſonment. Now Conſci- 
ence beginnegh torouze up it ſelf like 


a Lyon, to tear and devour* then | 
they cry out, Yerily we are guilty con- | 
cerning the bloud of our Brother, You | 
ies Conſcience had an awakening 


timc 
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time, though it had been aſleep; the 
Morning came for its awakening. *S0 
Fudas's Conſcience was alleep for a 
great while : and one would wonder 
that it ſhould ever be fo faſt aſleepas 
was, Mat.26.15. you may read there 
ſome paſſages of it. He goeth to the 
Chief Priefis.and maketh a Bargain : 
What will you give me, and I will deli- 
ver Jeſu to you? and they covenamed 
with him for thirty pieces of Silver : 
there he maketh a bargain for a little 
Silver to fell his Lord and Maſter, 
and to betray-innocent bloud : Con- 
ſcience ſaith never 'a word to him, 
Further, he fought for opportunit 
to betray Chriſt, yet Conſcience fiith 
nothing to him, v. 21. when he was 
come into the preſence of his Maſter, 
he came with the Diſciples to the 
Paſſover, yet Conſcience faith no- 
thing to him all the while : 'when he 
was at the Paſſover and eating, 
Chriſt telleth his Diſciples that one of 
them ſhould betray him, yet 7udas's 
C4 Con- 
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Conſcience ſaith never a word to him, | 
but letteth him. alone all this while. * 
Nay turther, when the Diſciples at 
thele words were exceeding forrow- | 
ful, and began to ſay every one of | 
them, Lord zs it 1? yet Fudas's Con: | 
ſcience ſaith nothing to him. And | 
Chriſt ſaid, He that dippeth his hand | 
with me inthe diſh,the —_ ſhall betray | 
we : yet his Conſcience was aſlcep all 
this while. Further, ver.2.z. Chriſt | 
pronounceth a Wo to that man by 
whom he ſhould be betrayed, yet the | 
denunciation of that Wo did not awas | 
ken Fudas's Conſcience ; Wo to him; | 
it bad been good for that man. he had | 
never been born. [It is matter of ad- | 
miration and amazement, that his 
Conſcience ſhould be ſo faft aſleep; 
the Devil entred into him, and rock- 7 
ed Conſcience aſleep, till he might 
be ſure to do him miſchief enough; | 
ver. 25, Then Z«das which betray- 
ed him, put the queſtion and ſaid, 
Aafter, is it I ? Methinks his Conlci- * 
cnce 
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ence ſhould have flown in his face like 
a Maſtiff. Nay further faith Chriſt, 
Thou haſt ſaid, thou art the man : 
and yet for all this Fad.*sConlcience 
was not awake. This is indecd mat- 
ter of admiration, that a mans Con- 
ſcience ſhould be ſo faſt aſleep. But 
how many Inſtances of ſuch ſleepy 
Conſciencesdoth this very age afford? 
But doth Fudas's Conſcienceſleep al- 
ways? No, Then 7udas which betray- 
d him,when he ſaw that 7eſuws was con- 
demned,he brought again the 30 pieces : 
ef Silver to the Coirf Prieſts and ſzid,l 
have ſinned,in that I have betraysd 1: 
recent blond, But miſerable comfor- 
ters were thole Chriſt-Buyers, they 
bought him to be crucified ; they did ; 
reply to him when he faid, 7have fim- 
ned;What is that tg us? ſee thou t5 that, 
A1d he caſt down the thirty pieces of 
Silver im the Temple, and went ard 
hmged himſelf. And now his Con- 
{ſcience was ſo awake that it--would 
not iufer him to-Jive. 1 aflure you. 
G: 5; hows - 
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howſocver Con!c ence may be aſlcep | 
for a great while, yet the time will | 


come that Confcience will do it's of- 


fice;and therefore it doth greatly con-+ ! 


cern us to take great care that Con- 


ſcience may have no occaſion to rc- | 


proach us. O happy Fdas if thou 
hadſtnever made a bargain to ſell thy 


Maſter and hadſt never ſought op- | 


portunity to betray him ! O happy, 


if thou hadſt never accompanied the | 
Bantl ofSouldiers,that came to appre- ' 


hend him! But he came: along with 
the Band of Souldiers,and gave them 


the Sign, The Manwhom I ſhall kiſs | 


# the Mn, hold him faſt : yet Con- 
{cjence did not reproach him. But 
let men do what they can to ſtop the 
mouth of Conſcience, it will ſpeak 


at laft, and they will be biting words. ; 


Carnal Reaſonings cannot ſtop it, 


Carnal Pleaſures cannot bribe it, nor. | 


any varicty of diverſions ſilence it. 
Cain you know, he was quiet a while, 
Gen, 4- 13, But after a while Ciin's 
. Con- 


| 
| 
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Conſcience did reproach him, would 
not let him alone. Belſhaz.zar, , he 
merry awhile with his Courtiers and 
Companions; in drinking Wine in 
Bowls,but after he falls a trembling, 
and his knees {mote one againſt the'o- 
ther, and he grew pale when he law 
thehand writing on the wall. Conſci- 
ence will ſee an hand writing not on 
the wall, but in this book. I bave fpo- 
ken with ſome poor Souls,that could 
ſay, this word is againſt me, and that 
word is againſt me ; there are words 
enough in thisBook againſt you. Con- 
ſcience will one day awake and re- 


- proach and will not b*+ bribed, will 


not have it's mouth ſtopt. This is 
one great reaſon why we ſhould be 
careful ſo tolive,that Conſcience may 
not reproach us while we live, for the 
reproaches of Conſcience are una 
voidable. 
Reaſon TT. 
Another reaſon why we ſhould 
take all poſſible care that Conſcience 
may 
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may have no occalion to reproach us, 
is becaulc the reproaches of Conſci- 


ence are Intolerable, there will beno | 
bearing of them. A; wounded Spi- | 


rit Whocan bear ? None are able to 
bear it. Many inſtances might be gi- 


ven ; you may read Fob 7. 13, 14, | 
15. When ] I my bed ſhall comfort | 
J 


we, my couch ſhall eaſe my complaint ; 


then thou ſcareft me with dreams, and | 
terrifieſt me with viſions. ſo that my ſoul | 


chuſeth ſtrangling, and death rather 


than life. Oh Sirs, what a caſe will 
the terrours and accuſations of Con- | 


ſcience >ring the poor. creature in- 


to? Job 10-1, My ſoul is weary "of, | 


my life ; 1 will leave my complaint 
upon my ſelf, &c, Pſalm 32.3, 4+ 
When I kept ſilence my bones waxed old 
through my roaring all the da y,CC. All 
this was occaſioned through the re- 
proaches of Conſcience. I might add, 
Prov. 12. 25. Heavineſs 11 the heart 
of a manyakuh aman to ſtoop. l-have 
known thoſe that have been bowed. 

t9- 
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| together by reaſon of the agonies of 


Conſcience. I knew one, at whoſe 


Eyes and Ears Bloud hath guſhed 


! forth by reaſon of the Agonies of 


Conſcience, Pre. 17.22. A merry. 


| heart doth good like a medicine, but 4 


broken ſpirit dries the bones. You 


+ know Fudas did chule rather to die 


than endure it. Bilney and Baynham 


; (after they had abjured) felt ſuch 


pangs, ſuch a Hel} in their Conſcien- 


* ces, till they had openly profeſſed 
+ their ſorrow forit, as they would 


not have felt again for all the world. 
Daniel chole rather to be caft into 


+ theLions Den, than to carry a Lion 
- Inhis boſon, wx. an enraged Conſlci- 


ence. Richard the Third was a ter-: 
ror to himſelf after he had murdered 
his two! innocent Nephews. Charles 
the Ninth of France, after that blou- 
dy :Maffacre by: which his' Conſci- 
ence wasenraged,couldnotendureto 
be awakened in the night, without 
Mulickor tome other diverſion. Thus 

much 


38 Conſcience the Beſb Friend. 


much for the Reaſons ofthe Point: 
procced to the 
Application. 
Uſe 1. Of Reproof. The firſt Ule 
ſhall be for Reproof of thole that 


take no tuch care to avoid the Re- ! 


proaches of Conſcience, but do that 
which will be caſt by Conſcienc&gs a 
Reproach upon them another day, 


p 


- 


: 


How do tome for many years toge- | 
ther heap up Fuel to keep a Fire| 
burning within them ? No ſooner is} 
lome Fuel ſpent, but there is more 
Fuel heapt on again 3 freſh fins are] 


committed, and after a while thele! 
ſins come to :remembrance, and ſet 


the Fire a burning. It may be a man! 
may weather it out a little, but then- 
more {ins come to light, and that ſets | 
the Fire a burning. again,and ſo there 


is no end. Conlcience hath not for- | 
gotten any thing done many "years | 
ago, but remembers it as if-it had ' 


been done but yeſterday. Youthat 
cannot endure tobe reproached, that 
canr 
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cannot endure to hear others re- 
proached, that cannot bear the re- * 
proaches of Men, when as it may be 
they reproach wrongfully ; how will 
you bear (not the falſe, but) true 


' Acculations of Conlcience? Mem 


may reproach ſally, but Conlcience 
will reproach truly. Men may re- 
proach thee, and-yet thine own-Con- 
lcience mey clear thee when they ac- 
cule thee; but if Conſcience re- 
proach thee, then who ſhall clear 
thee? Men may grow weary or” 
aſhamed of reproaching thee, but if 
Conſcience reproach thee, will that 
grow weary or aſhamed ? No, ne- 
ver. If fome men reproach us, others 
may clear us: but if Conſcience re- 
proach us, who then can clear us? 
This ſhould humble us, that we have 
given Conſcience occaſion to re- 
proach us. 2Sam: 24. 1. If you have 
not taken this care to avoid the Re- 
proaches of Conſcience, it will re- 
proach you as it did David, whoſe 
Heart 
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' Heart {mote him after he had num- 
bered the People: and David aid 
unto the Lord, 7 have ſinned greatl) 
in that I have done ;, 1 beſeech thee (0 
Lord) to take away the iniquity of thy| 
ſervant,for I have done very fooliſhly, | 
David's Heart ſmote him , now! 
his Conſcience ſmites and cuts him! 


to the very Heart. Though his] 


Conſcience were quiet a great 
while, P/al. 53.21, 22 yet aſter- 
wards he thus complains; Thus my 
heart was grieved, and I was pricked} 
in my reins: fo fooliſh was ] and 
renwant , I was as a B-aſt before thee.) 
It you negleft Conicience when it} 
points with tle finger, and gives di | 
reftion ; aſſure your ſelves, Conſci- | 
ence will havea time to ſmire with 
the fit, and to give corre:tion, and' 
then there will b2 no enduring of it::| 
as it was with Dav:4 wien his Heart | 
{mote him, P/al. 69. 7. if ſhame co- | 
vered David's Face when. mn re- 
proached him, Oa waat ſhame will ' 
C0+ 
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cover our Faces when Conſcience 
ſhall reproach us | Reproach bath 


| broken my heart, (\aithhe)) and T am 


full of heavineſs, I looked for ſome to 
take pity, but there was none, and for 
comforters, but I found none. Ver.20. 
This will be your caſeand your com- 
plaint when Conſcience ſhall re- 
proach you. Reproach hath broken 
my heart. They gave me Gall for meat, 
and Vinegar to drink,, faith he, Ver. 
21. Conſcience will give Gall and 
Vinegar to us, unleſs tome courle be 
taken for the quicting of itz if you 
make it not your care ſo to live, that 
Conſcience may not reproach you. 
To be able to ſay, For Gods ſake Z 
have born reproach,Pſal.69.7. will be 
a com'ort : but if for our Luſts ſake 
we bear reproach, what a Torment 
will that be ? When Conſcience hall / 
ſay, This is for the ſake of that prouy 
Lufſt,this is tor the ſake of that.druh- 
ken Luſt, that wanton Luſt of thine ; 
this is for that Paſſion of thine, that 
froward 
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ſroward and fretful Spirit of thine: | þ, 
when Conſcience ſhall ſay,This is for ! , . 
the ſake of ſuch a Luſt which thou ; 4, 
didſt indulge, and kept as a ſweet } gje 
morſe] under thy tongue, notwith- } ;, 
ſtanding the perſuaſions of all Gods! ,,;/ 
Miniſters to the contrary : how wilt | 6, 
thou be able to bear it ? * the 
Uſe 2. Of Exhortation. Take | {ci, 
care that Conſcience may not have | dia 
occaſion to reproach you while you| in 
live. The Realons before mentio- 


c 
ned may ſerve as Motives. The un- | - 
avoidableneſs and intolerableneſs of } {11 
theſe yeproaches of Conſcience, theſe | 1g 


are Motives enough to engage us to! fg 
take al] care that Conſcience may | pr 
not reproach us.Let it be your care }, m; 
to have' a Conſcience vord of offence, * C, 
( Prov. 15.15 2 Cr.1.12.) and then * wi 
Conſcience inſtead of accuſing will | th 
excuſe, inſtead of condemning it will | py 
acquit you. If you heaxken to the | py 
voice of Conlcience informed 'and | er 
guided by the Word of God, it yo fo 
c 


for 
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NC*} hea continual feaſt unto you, Prov. 


15- 15. and your daily rejoycing. 


IU | This is our rejoycing, (faith the Apo- 


cet [ 


tle) the teſtwmony of our Conſcience 


| that in ſimplicity ard godly ſincerity not 
' with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 


| God, ire have had our conver ſation im 


the world. When a man hath Con- 


+ ſcience on his ſide, this will be a cor- 


dial in any condition whatloever , 
in a Priſon, a cordial in a Dun- 


$ geon, a cordial in a ſtrange Coun- 
*# try, and a cordial in the worſt of 


ſufferings that we can meet with, 
Keep Conſcience void of offence,and 


| ſolive that Conſcience may not re- 


proach you, and all will be wcll:-How 
may we fo live, you will ſay, that 
Confcience may not reproach us 
while we live? or if we have ſo lived, 
that Conſcience hath had cauſe to re- 
proach us, how may we get thole re- 
proaches wiped off, and get Conſci- 
ence quietagain ?That [ ſhall reſerve 
for another opportunity. 

SE R- 


- wo 9.— 


( 45? 
SERMON III. 


CE Ir r—— 


| JOB 27.6. 

* My Righteonſneſs I hold faſt, and will 
not let it go: my Heart ſhall not re- 
proach me ſo long a4 I live. 


| Aving already ſhewed 

you what Conlcience is, 

and about what it is im- 

, ployed, and how it is im- 

' ployed,and given you ſeveral reaſons 

{ why we ſhould makeit our great care 

1o to live,thatConſcience may not re- 

' proach us while we live; and having 

* made ſomeUle of the Dor inc,l now 

come to relolve two queſtions or ca- 
les, 

1. The firſt is, how may we ſolive, 
| walk and at, and carry our ſelves, 
{that Conſcience may have no cauſe to 

reproach us another day ? 
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2.-If wehave ſolived,ſo,walked, 
acted, and fo carricd our ſclves, thi 
Conſcience hath had jult cauſe to : 
proach us, and doth reproac|: us 
what is to bedone, that the reproac 
es of Contcience may be wiped 0 
that Conſcience may be quiet, and 
ceale to accuſe and condemn, ceals 
to vex and torment ? Theſe are thi 
two caſcs ] am to anſyyer, | 

Caſe 1. How may we ſo & 
walk, ac and carry our ſelves, thi 
Conlcience may have no cauſe to re 
proach us? Youlee that Fob did i 
live and carry himſelf, that thoug 
his friends did reproach him, hisCor; 
{cience did not reproach him; thouge 
* his friends did charge kim, yet b6 
Conſciencedid diicharge him,thoug 
his friends did condemn him , ye 
his Conſcience did acquit him. I 
did o live, that he was able to mait! 
tain his Integrity and Uprightnel 
and doubtleſs it is not a thing imp 
ſible, but we do not ſet to it, wed 
nd; 
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not ſet about it in earneſt. If we be 
Chriſtians indeed, and not almoſt 
Chriſtians, we might ſo live as Con- 
{cience might have no jult cauſe ts 
reproach us. O Sirs, Relations may 
reproach ns, W.ves may reproach 
Husbands, ans Husbands reproach 
Wives, Children may reproach Pa- 
rents, and Servants reproach their 
Maſters,and oneNeighbour reproach 
another ; but it is poſſible ſo to live, 
that Conſcience all this while may be 
at peacc, and not reproach us. Poſſ- 
bly you may be ready to think and 
lay within your ſelves, Would we 
could tell how we might ſo live,pray 
let us have ſome direftions how we 
may to live that Conſcience may not 
reproach us. But before I give coun- 
ſel ſhould not I know of you whe- 
ther you will follow it ? And in caſe 
you will not follow it, why ſhould 
I give it? Ask your elves there- 
fore, if the Miniſter ſhall give us 
no other counſel than what on 

im- 
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himſclf gives us, ſhould not | follow | 
it ? Sirs,if I give you any other coun- 

fel than what God in his holy Word 
doth give you, I would intreat you 
- Not to follow it ; nay, if you ſet it at 
naught I ſhall not he offended. Con- 
ſider what Fethrofaid to Moſes, Exod. 
18.23. If thou ſhalt do this thing and | 
God command thee ſo ; fo ſay I.There- 
fore conſider whether God fay as 
lay,whether God command you ſoz if 
ſo, pray take heed how you do ſet at 
naught the Counſel of God. Non 


the firſt DireQion which [ ſhall give! 
you is this. | 
Direction I. | 

Set God always before you. And! 


this will be a means to to live, that+ 


Conſcience may not reproach you. 
Aſſure your ſelves there is no time - 
wherein Gods Back is turned,no time. 
wherein Gods Eye is not upon you'! 
ifyou can find a time when Gods ad: 
ſent, you may take your liberty and 
do what you liſt. You know of oo | 
orce 


; 


for 
thi 
ret 
to 


- 


low | 
Un- 
ord 
YOU 
t at 
ON- 
-04, 
and 
re 
as | 
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t at 
on 
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— 


nd; 
hat +- 
ou, 
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force the Maſters preſence is among 
the ſervants 3; of what force the Pa- 
rents preſence is among the Children 
to reſtrain them ; of what force the 
preſence of a Miniſter,or a grave, 1c- 
rious and holy Chriſtian, is to re- 
ſtrain People from what otherwile 
they would takeliberty to do : Sure 
Gods Preſence ſhould be of greater 
force to reſtrain us, if we did but 
live in the Apprehenlion thereof. O 
if we could but {ct God always be- 
fore us, what manner of perſons 
ſhould we be in all holy Conver- 


| lation, all holy -cogitation, and in 


all holy communication too! Da- 
vid did ſet God always before him, 
and why ſhould not we do ſo too ? 
Pſal. 16.8. I have ſet the Lord always 
before me. O then it was that Da- 


' vid was a man after Gods own heart ; 


then it was that David was ſuch a 
Praying man, and ſuch a Praifing 
man, and ſuch an holy and heaven- 


: Iy man, when he did ſet the Lord al- 


D ways 
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ways before him. You know hoy 


perſons will carry tl:cmſclvcs in the | 


ſight of Men, if they have any thing 
to do in the (ight of others, how they 
will doit; O that we could do all 
we do as in the ſight of God. This 
was the charge that was given to 4 
braham by God himlelf, Ger. 17. 1. 


Walk, before me, and be thou perfe&t;| 


that is, upright.. There is no ſuch} 
way to be upright, as to live in the 
Apprehenſion of the Preſence of} 
God, and to have this always run in 
our thoughts, God heareth, God ſees, 
and God knows. O that this were} 
written upon your Desks and Shop- | 


Boards, God ſces;, O that this were] 
written upon your Tables, God ſees; 
O that this were written upon your 
Looking Glaſſes, Ged ſees; O that! 
this were written upory all your At-| 
tire and Dreſſes, God ſees; and 0} 
that this were written upon your þ 
1 Naked Breaſts and Shoulders, God | 


ſees, and upon your Faces and Fore- 
heads | 


V 


i (AGAR AS SA tnAC_FMRw .>e]}] mes - Mm = 
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heads too. I do afſure you (Sirs) 
that God docs fee you ; O that you 
would ſive in the continual Appre- 
henſion of it. God ſees thee, God 
knows what all ' your thoughts'are, 
what all your defigns are , what all 
your ſayings and doings are. Be ever 
thinking, God knows, God hears, God 
ſets, In all thy ways acknowledge hin, 
ard be ſhall dirett thy paths, Prov. 
3- 6, This will make you careful to 
keep Gods Precepts, if in all your 
ways you look upon God as your 
Obſerver and Overſeer. This was 
that which made David careful to 
obſetve Gods Precepts, P/al. 119. 
168. Thave kept thy precepts and thy 
teſtimonies. O bleſſed David, how 
didſt thou do this He tells you in 
the next words, For all my ways are 
before thee, 1 could heartily wiſh 
that you would often and ſetiogly 
read and conſider theſe three or four 
Scriptures; Fob 34.21, 22, For his 
eyes are upon the ways of man, and he 
2 ſees 
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ſees all bis goings. There is no datk- 
nels or ſhadow of death, where the 
Workers of iniquity may hide them- 
ſelves. There is no hiding from 


God, he ſees all, our goings: we | 


cannot, 1ct one foot before another 
but God fees "it. Alas, alas, if a 
man do but go out of doors God lees 
it, if he goes into the Field God ces 
it, if he goes to ather Houſes God 
{ces it, if he goes to his.own Houſe 
God ſees it t00, Prov. 15. 3. The 
eyes of the Lord are in every place, be- 
holding the evil and the. good. Prov, 


F- 2. T he ways of man are before the | 


eyes of the Lord, and tbe pougereth al 
bu goings. 1 defire you once.a week 


OO 7 SO OO 


VT 


toread over the former part-of the | 
13) Pſalm: if I ſhoulddetire you to 
read it oncea day, it would not be 
loſt labour. * You will ſee there. is 


la ta tho. A. hd 


no going out of the fight and pre- | 


{enee of God... Verily .(Sirs) to {et | 
God always before us, and to livein ' 
the Sight and Apprehenfion of the 
| F - *Pie- 


& 


Conſcience the Biſt Friend, 5; 
Preſence of God, this would have 
ſuch an influence upon our thoughts, 
words and works, - that it would 
make them pleafing to God; andif 
ſo, Conſcience would never reproach 
us for them ; for Conicience will not 
reproach us for doing that which is 
pleaſing to God. Thus much for the 
firſt Direfion. | 

| Diretion II. 

Set up G cds wil revealed in hisWWord 
ai the Rule of all your theughtsg;words, 
and attivns3, as the rule of all you do 
qan your peneral calling, - and of all 
you da in your particular calling; as 
arule of all your natural, civil, and 
religious ations, ſet up the Will of 
God revealed in * his Word, as the 
rule of your all. Let it be the rule 
of-your carriage towards God, of 
your carriage toward men, toward 
yourſelves, "and toward 0:hers. This 
Scripture direftion, the Counſel 
wich the Holy Ghoſt giveth; there- 
lore | deleech you fertouſly conſtder 
D 3; of 
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of it and follow it, 7/al.119.6. Then | 
ſhall not I be aſhamed, when I havere- | 
ſpett unto all thy Commandments : and 
in the 9th, verſe a Queſtion is put; 
Wherewithal ſhall a young man clean; 
his way? (the anſwer followeth) 4 
taking heed thereto according to thy} 
Word; doing all according to Rule | 
What hath a child a copy for, but 
to write after it ? and what hath the} 
Maſon a Line and a Plummet for, but 
to build by it? Let theWord of God 
be thy Lamp and thy Light, 2/. 1 19. 

105. Thy Word#4 a lamp unta my feet, 
atid a light unto my Path. Orde} 
your ſteps according to the Word df} 
God, as David prayed, P/al. 119} 
133- and then you will not ſtumble} 

nor give Conſcience any occaſion.d! 
reproaching you. You are careful; 
when you walk in the Street, to keey' 
out of the Chanal, to keep our of the! 
way that may pollute and defile you:! 
Oh Sirs, why do we not order gut! 
ſteps according to the Word of x 
y. 
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| why do wenot keep the path ? why 
| g0 we out of the path ? Poor David 


did lo loigetimes; therefore he prays, 
Pſal.119.17 5. Thave gone aſtray like 
2 loſt ſhcep;, ſeek thy Servant, for I do 
not forget thy Commandments. Would 
you not be. willing, that Mercy and 
Peace might be-upon you? Gal. 6.16, 
As many 45 walk according to this rule, 
peace be upon them and mercy, and up- 
on the Iſrael of God, Beware, my 
friends, of {ctting up falſe rules to 
your lelves,and 1 beſcech you, let not 
thelecireAions which Iam givingyou 
be out of mind when Iam out of 
ſtght. 1 pray beware of ſetting up 
falſe rules; I ſhall name four, w hich 
we are very prone to walk by. 

}. Beware of ſetting up the pra- 
atice of others whether great or good 
for your rule ; the practices of good 
menare not always agreable to the 
rule as they ſhould be. Miniſters and 
others may ſtep alide, and too often 
Co;therefore beware of ſetting up the 
D. 4 pra- 
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praQice of others, whether great & 
g00d,to be your tule. Remember you 
are to follow others as they follon 
Chriſt. You will ſay,this was the pra- 
Rice of ſuch a Miniſter, this is the 
praftice of ſuch a Profeſſor ; but d 
they walk as Chriſt walked ? If the 
follow Chriſt, thou mayſt follon 
them; but if they do not folloy 
Chriſt, we muſt not follow them, be 
they who they will. 

2. Beware of ſetting up the opini- 
ons of others, be they never ſo lear- 


ned,for your rule,though they be the 
greateſt DoRors in the World, and 
called Rabbinever ſo much. Set not uy 
the Opinion of any for your rule 
any further than they have the Wor! 
of God for their opinion. When Gol? 
fpeaks we muſt conſider who, bu; 
when Man ſpeaks we mult conſider 

what; I ſay whenGod ſpeaks we muſt; 
not con{ider what but who, but whe! 
Man ſpeaks we muſt not confidet 

who but what. We knoyGod cannot, 
Ce: it, 
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erre, but we know that man may erre, 

3. Beware of ſetting up the Cut- 
foms of the times'and places: you 
tive in for your rule. Oh this is the 
Cuſtom of the time, and this is the 
Cuſtom of the place, agd what ſhall 
| belike no hody ? Do not-make this 
your rute. Tell me where in all the 
Bible doth God allow this for a rute, 
to walk according to the Cuſtom of 
the times and places wherem we 
live ? 

4. Beware of ſetting up the Mul- 
titude for your example, follow not 4 
multitude to do evil. Let not this fatil- 
heyou; nor ſerve your turn, to ſay, 
Why,cvery one doth {o; it is general 
and common, the Multitude doth it; 
what ſhall I be ſingular, like no body 
in the World ? Aſſure your lelyes 
that a Multitude is not a Law and 
Rule for you to walk by. ] appeal to 
you Sirs, whether this be not good 
counſel, whether it would not be a 
great help to, and furtherance of the 

Ds peace 
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peace and quiet of your Conſciences, 
to ſet up the Will of God revealed 
ine World for the rule of your 
all. 
Direftion III. 

Set up Gods glory as the end of all. 
If you would not have Conſcience to 
reproach you another day, ſet up 
Godsglory as the end ofall that you 
do. Often ſay to thine own ſoul, How 
doth this tend to the glory of God? | 
will God be honoured by this? will 
God be glorified by this ? When you 
are upon any undertaking, or when 
you areabout any natural, civil, or | 
religious aQion, think ſeriouſly with | 

our ſelves, what-do I aim at ? what | 
15 my deſign in doing this or that ? Is | 
it the glory of God?OSirs,if it be the | 
pleaſing of your ſelves, Conſcience 
will be diſpleaſed:if it be the pleaſing 
of the fleſh, Conſcience will be dil- 


* 


pleaſed to purpole : if it be the plea- ' 


ſingof the World, the pleafing of | 
one another, andnot the pleaſing of 
God, 
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God, Conſcience will be diſpleaſed 
another day : for Conlcience is never 
pleaſed whenthe glory of God is not 
deſigned. 1 Cor. 10. 31. that Scrip- 
ture ſhould be conſidered by my felt 
and you, Whether you eat or drink, or 
whatſoever you do, do all to the Glory 
of God, do all that God may be ho- 
noured, Sirs, Tou are not your own,for 
you are bought with a price:glorifieGod 
with yorrr bodies, and with your Spirits, 
which are Geds, I appeal unto your 
Conſciences, whether this would not 
be the way to keep Conlcience quier, 
that it ſhould haveno cauſe to re- 
proach you, if you did but ſet up the 
Slory of God as the end of all. Cer- 
tainly all we do will be never the lets 
profitable or pleaſureable,contentful 
or ſatisfafory to us,for makingGods 
Slory the end of-all; but a thouſand 
to one,it would make every thing by 
lo much the more profitable, pleaſu- 
rabie and fatisfactory to us, by how 
much more we make the glory of 
God 
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God the end thereof. O Sirs, how 
{wectly will that meat go down that 
1s caten with ancye to the glory of 
God? How comfortable will thoſe 
dealings and trading in the Wort 
be, that are done with an eye to the 
glory of God ? 
Direftion IV. 

If you would fo live,thatConſcience 
. may have no occaſjon to reproach 
You, Set up an Inguiſition Court in your 
own fouls. You have heard talk. of 
an Inquiſition in Spain, and in other 
Popiſh Countries; Oh that you 


would ſet up an Jnquiſition Court in 


your own fouls. We have Courts of | 


—_— among us; O keepa weekly, 
nay a daily, Court of Inquiry in your 


own hearts.Commune with your own * 
heartsevery day,according totheex- ' 
ample of David, P/al. 4.4. Examine 


your ſelves often, be not ſcldom in 
the work of {elf-cxamination, 2 Cor. 


I 3. 5- examine your ſelves, prove your | 


ewn ſelves, whether you be inthe faith : 
know 
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know ye not that Chriſt is in you?except 
ye be Keprobates or unapproved : Whe- 
ther you be reprobate ſilver, that is,not 
current. Examine your ſelves, prove 
your own felves.P/. 1 19.597 thought 
on my ways (lauh David) and tarned 
my feet unto thy teſtimonies, Oh think 
on your ways, {ay oftento thine own 
foul, What am 1? what dol? how 
live I? whether go I? what will be 
my co::dition through all Eternity ? 
wili ſuch queſtions do you any harm? 
| appeal to your ſelves that are able 
to judge. O tizat I could get you to 
reckon often with your ſelves,and to 
keep a Petty Sefhons in your own 
fouls, and fit as Judges in a Court of 
Inquiry upon all your thoughts, 


' words and attions, ſaying tothem, 


come hither my thoughts, come hi- 
ther my words, come hither my 
works, come let me examine you, 
come let me compare you with the 
rule; would not this prevent the ac- 
culations of Conſcience if you did 
but 
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but reckon with your ſelves once eve 


ry day, if it were but one quarter df 


an hour inthe day ? Sce Fer. 8.6, 
Direttion V. 


Set open =w ears to the voice of Coin. 
ference, when it ts enlightened and ds 
re:ted by the Word of God. Wha 
Conſcience hath information from thx 
Word of God, ſet open your carsty 
its voice, hcarken to the voice of Con 
ſcience; as Abraham once by God 
command hearkened to the voice d 
Sarah, Gen.21.12. And God ſaid un 
to Abraham, Let it not be grievomn 
tby ſight becauſe of the Lad, and be 
cauſe of the Bond-woman : In all Sarail 

hath ſaid unto thee, hearken unto 
voice, Why fo ſay I to you : inal 
that Conſcience, informed by thi 
Word, ſhall ſay unto you, hearka" 
unto its voice. Be ſubject for Conſe 
ence ſake, is the command, Rom. 13 
F This SabjeRion for Conlcienct| 
ake to thoſe that are in Authority; 
God hath commanded; Do” 
WI 
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't willclamour, upbraid and reproach, 
i} ifGods Commands be not obeyed. 


Hearken to the voice of Conſcience, 
hearken to the direfting voice, and 
the reproving voice of Conſcience. 
PFf.16.7.My rems inſtrutt me,Cc.that 
is, my inmoſt thoughts and ſecrer 
motions do inſtruct me. Hearken to 
its direing voice,when i: ſaith,T hs 


| is the way, walk mm tit, Iſa. 30.21. 


When thou heareſt a voice behind 
theo, ſaying, T bs # the way, walk in 
it ; hearken alſo to its reproving 
voice, to its correAing voice. Thus 
Did expoſtulates, Pſal.42 & 43. 
oy art thou cas} down, O my Soul ? 
and why art thou diſquieted within 


me ? Truſt ftill in Goa. Why art 


* thow thus difident ? why art thou 
* thus diſtruſtful ? Thus David re- 


proves himſelf, and chides himſelf. - 
Pſal. 17.10. And I ſaid, this is my in- 
firmity. But I will remember the years 
of the right hand of the moſt high. And 
EF ſaid, this is my infirmity, this - * 

rall- 
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frailty; lam to blame. Thus he 
checks himſelf, and hearkens to the 
voice of Conleience. 
Diretion VE. 
Set your ſelves againſt all ſm, both 
great and ſmall. Fight againſt al 
{n, oppoſe all fin; allow not your 
ſelves in the praftice of any known 
ſin, nor inthe omiſſion of any knom 
Duty. Paal was very careful here. 
in, Ats8.23. And Paul earneſtly be- 
holding the Council ſaid, Men and 
Brethren, I have lived in all good Ci 
ſeience before God unto this day. And 
how came he to live in all good Con- 
{cience ? It was before God. If we 
could well remember the firſt Dire 
ion, we ſhould the better live in al 
good Conſcience. And herein (faith} 
the Apoſtle) do / exerciſe my ſelf, ts 
have always a Conſcience woid of of- | 
fence toward God and toward Men, | 
Aﬀs 2.4. 16. Pray for us (laith the? 
Apoſtle) for we truſt we have a good 
Conſcience, un all things willing to be! 
0. 
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boneſt:y. Mark, #1 «4 things: 10 
P/. 119. 101. I have reſramed my 
feet from every evil way, &c. Verie 
128. J eficem tl thy precepts conterite 
mg all thin,7s to be ri; ht, ard I hate 
every f.ilſe wiy. Pray obſerve here 
are three Univerſals: i'you would 
not have Conſcience reproach you, 
ſet your felves againft all Sin, againſt 
the commiſſion of all Sin, and againſt 
the omiſſon of all Duties both great 
and ſmall. If you be not faithtul in 
the leaſt, you will not be truſted in 
the orcateſt, Like 16. 12. Make 
Conlcience of evil Thoughts, of idle 
and unfayoury Words and ſeeming 
Oaths : and accorcing to the Rule 
abſtain from all appearance of evil, 
from all ſemblance of evil, 1 Theſ.5. 
22. Take heed of Deceit, and of 
everv thing that hath the ſhew and 
f{emblance of evil. Take heed of 
Wanton Dreſſes : take heed of enfna- 
rins Attire : I amconfident that ma- 
ny poor crea:ures have been catch'd 
as 
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as it wereina Snare and Trap by the 


Habit and dreſſcs of the Profeſſors of | 


our Age. Alas, what Inventions 
have we to draw Eyes, both behind 
and beforc, to this part of the Body, 
and to the other part of the Body? 
The Lord be merciful to us, is this 
the way to eſcape the reproaches of 
Conſcience ? O Friends, take heed 
of deceit in you dealings z take heed 
of Lying for advantage ; take heed 
of the Husk and Kernel of the 
Grape; though we drink not the 
Wine, may we not cat the Grape? 
if notthe Grape, may wenot cat the 
Husk of the Grape? And if not the 
Husk, yet may we not eat the 
Kernel of the Grape? No. 1Vu#.6. 
4+ This is the Law of the Nazarite, 
A! the days of his Separation he ſhal 
eat nothing that is made of the Vine- 
Tree, from the Kernels even to the 
Huskh, He muſt not drink Wine, 
that was the Law of the Nazarie, 
That ke might not be enſnarcd nor 


un- | 
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vider a temptation to drink Wine, 
% muſt not meddle with any thing 


| coming of the Vine, not the very 


Husk or the Kernel, leſt he be en- 
ſnared. Our firk Mother Eve was 
drawn to Eating by Seeing: O take 
heed of Temptations and Snares, and 
benot a Snare or Temptation unto 
others; but make Conſcience of all 
ſin, whether great or ſmall. Nay 
further, if there be any queſtion or 
doubt about any thing,whether it be 
a fin or no, what ſhall we do then ? 
Some ſay it is a fin, and ſome lay it 
is not.a {in ; and peſſibly ſome good * 
men may ſay it is not 3 lin, and lome 
good men may fay it isa fin z what 

all we do in ſuch a doubtful mat- 
ter ? I ſhall quickly refolve you 
Take the fureft fide. In ſuch a caſe 
when the matter is doubtful, the fu- 
reſt way now is not to make or med» 
dleat all with it. 

Was there not Meat enough for 


them to cat in the Primitive Times, 
be- 
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beſides that which did give offence}{bly i 
Some doudt whether it was lawful! 
| cat o' this or that mcat 3 what ne 


T will riever eat leh while the wirl Tow | 
ſtandeth, rather than offend a weil 1 
brother, It is not lawful, faith one; 
I will do it for all that; ſaith another, 
They are not of Paul's Spirit. And 
as for Dreſfes and Habits, are there 
not enough beſides thoſe which are 
queſtionable, and which both Anci] gro 
ent and Modern Divines have al be1 
condemned as ſinful ? Pofſibly ſome} ful 
will aſſume a greater Liberty, and} is 
we are now generally grown to a| wh 
Sreater Latitude ; but tell me, Is} pa 
there not enough of other forts, bit } wl 
we muſt uſe fuch habits and dreſſes} It 
as are doubtful, queſtionable, and} i 
* offenſive ? God help us to conſidet } Mm 
of it. In all- matters doubtful and} 
queſtionable, ſtil] take the furelt fide. } 
I you do that which is queſtionable | 
and doubtful, you may (in, and poſe | & 
lably | 
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nce}ſibly it may be found to bea fin at the 
fultg Day of Judgment : and if fo; what 
nee will you do then ? It wiSthe ſpeech 
caſe] of My. Bolton concerning long hair : 
Pri Tou ſay the wearing of long Hair is 
Weald not a ſin,but what if be it found at the 
ne;} Day of Fudgment tobe 4 ſin ? You will 
her.| then w5h,O that I had left it off or ne» 
ger «ſed it, -Men are not infallible, 
Miniſters ate not-infallible, no not 
the beſt of them; you are not to 
ground on them as if they could not 
alþ be miſtaken: therefore-in all doubt- 
mef ful caſes chuſe the lurceſt fide. There 
nd} is Meat enough to cat beſides that 
2 whichis doubtful; and there is Ap- 
Is} parel enough to wear belides that 
"it which is offenfive and queſtionable. 
& | If you would ſo live that Conſcience 
1d} may have no cauſe to reproach you, 
 } my Counſel to you. is, Take always 
1} in doubtful matters the ſureſt ſide, 
e | whichis not to meddle or make with 
of itat all: for if you do it you may 
* {n,and at Judgment it may be found 
| t0 
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te be ſin. But if you do it not, you 
are ſaſe and free. 
| Direftion VII. 

Set up Chriſt as your pattern. If you 
would have Conſcience not to re 
proach ybu another day, take Chriſ 
for your example. 1Pet.2.21,23. Fi 
even hereunto were ye called, betait 
Chrift alſo ſuffered for uleaving wa 
example,that ye ſhonld follow his ſtehs 
G&c. Weſhould pace after him, 
ought towalk asChriſt walked.If ya 
would have Confcience not to re 
_ proch you,make Chriſt your patt 
think, ſpeak ahd do, as you are per 
ſnuaded Chriſt would, were he in you 
caſe, were he in your place on earth 
ſpeak, think and do, as you think h 
would; ask your ſelves, would Chriff 
negle& his Fathers bufineſs as I do! 
Would he mis-ſpend his time 
and trifle it away, that went abortf 
continually doing good ? Woull 
Chriſt have ſerved one Luſt, and anoj 
ther Luſt,asI do, and have made pro 

viſion! 


| 


vil 


anc 
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viſion for the fleſh to fulfil the Lufts 
thereof? would he give himſelf to ri- 
otingand drunkennels,tochambering 
and wantonnelſs as 1 do? as you would 


{ nothave Conſcience to reproach you, 
af make Chriſt your Pattern and Ex- 


emplar. 
Direction VIIL 
Sit under a Powerful Miniſtry. Tf 
you would prevent the reproaches of 
Conſcience, love and like that Mini- 


| ſter beſt that ſpeaks to Conſcience 


moſt : do not hate him that rebukes, 
as they, Amos 5. 10. but ſay as Da- 
vid, (Pſal. 141.5.) Let the righteorns 
ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs, and 
let bim reprove me, it ſhall be an excel- 
lent oyl, that ſhall not break, my head. 
Let him ſmite me, I will not be of- 
ſended with him, I will not fmite a- 
gain; when he {mites me, it ſhall be 


4 as a precious Oyntment. The mean- 


ngis, Let him ſmite me with Re- 
proofs, let him reprove me, deal 
faithfully and plainly with me. And 
(Sirs) 


I 
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(Sirs) 1 fear that my felf and man 


of my Brethren in the Miniſtry may 
have much to anſwer for another day, 
, for that we do not deal more faith: 
fully, more plainly and downrighth 
with Souls, Miniſtcrs are under 1 
Temptation to pleaſe their Hearers, 
as well as others, and are loth to oſ- 
fend them; but God forbid tha 
Chriſts Miniſters ſhould be ſervant 
of Men,or Men-pleaſers,or Women 
plealers. Let-them look to it, that 
they pleaſe their Lord and Maſter 

rift. 

Lereition IR. 

Set upon nothing, 0n which you can- 

not , on which you dare not, pray for a 


bleſſing. Never undertake any thing, 
never be imploycd about any thing,F 


upon which thou doſt not dare to 
pray for a bleſſing. 1 Tim. 4. 4, 5- 
Every thing « ſanttified by the Word 
and Prayer. 1 muſt have a Word to 
be my Rule for it, and I muſt make a 
prayer for a Bleſſipg on it, elſel car- 

no! 
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not expect that it ſhould be fanQified 
and bleſſed to me. Now (Srrs) how 
many things arc there that we do, 
that we dare not pray to God for a 
Bleſſing on ? It niay be you ſpend 
two or three hours at the Looking 
Glaſs,can you pray for a Bl-ſling up- 


'F on the time ſo ipent ? cai: you pray 


for a Bleſſing upon your dreſſing and 
attiring your felves, and habiting 
your ſcives in nc way and manner 
that you do ? can you prav, O Lord, 
Ict this way of habit: ,* »:d dreſling 
my ſelf be for thy glc. -, and for my 
| good, and ox = example of others? 
| Dare any of you go and make a 
prayer t9 Go.. or this? Adventure 
not upon any thing upon which you 
| dare at pray for a Bleſſing, 
Diretton X. 

If you would not have Conſcience 
to reproach yen, Set about all in the 
name and ſtrength of Chriſt, For that 
| sthe rule which the Apoſtle giveth, 

Gol, 3. 17. And whatſoever ye do in 
| E word 
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word or deed, do all in the name of th CY 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Do all accort 2C 
ing to the will and the commandg /c- 
Chriſt,do all by the ſtrength and heſ re 
of Chriſt, and do all to the glory q thu 
Chriſt, ho\ 
1. Do all according to the will af ma 
command of Chriſt. In at. 18. 
the name of Chriſt ſignifies his coo} | 
mand. ſect 
2. Doall by the ſtrength and he {© 
of Chriſt. In this ſenſe alſo is if wh 
name of Chriſt uſed, Luke 10. 5 7. af Ma 
Pſal. 44-5. Luke 17. rul 
3. Do all to the Glory of Chr} c2u 
which is ſometimes to be underſtad {ic 
by his name, as Pſal. 31. 3. Ohtly 3 
People would ask themſelves, 1s tht Pre 
according to the will and commat anc 
ofChriſt thatI am now a doing: ai ant 
expect the ſtrength and help of Chg *** 
in that I am now a doing? is this i} _ 
the glory of Chriſt which I m = 
a doing? when thou art about if '”! 
Duty, lay to Chriſt, all ourſ —_ Jug! 


| 


A. Cmſeience the Beſt Friend. 75 
of th cy 1s of thee, we have none of our own, 
CCort. 2Cor. 3. 5+» John 15. 5- Say as Paul, 
andg Ican do all things through Chriſt which 
d het Frengthe? eth me, Phil. 4.1;. And 
thus I have given-you ten DireQions 
how you may fo live that Conſcience 
ill af may not reprozch you. 

$. 2 C:ſe Il, 

4 I come now to {peak alittc to the 


ory 


ſecond caſ2. What if we have neg- 
d ef lected thele rules and direttions 
s tf which have been laid before us. If you 
-, af have negletcd to walk according to 
rule, and have given Conſeience juſt 
hit} cauſe to reproach you z and if Con- 
_ ſcience docs reproach you,and if you 
h tis ak me, How may we pet there- 
1516 proaches of Conſcience wiped off , 
mai and get Conſcience quiet again ? I 
ui _ in two words, Kepent and Bee 
rj eve, 

1. Repent of that before the Lord 
which Conſcience reproacheth you 
, off for, mourn for it, be aſhamed of ir, 
cio] Judge and condemn your ſelves for 

K.2 what 


” 


, 
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what is paſt, reſolve againſt it for the 


time to come ; this is a good courle 
If we confeſs our ſins, heis faithful ar 
ard cl 
#4 from all wnrighteonſ? eſs, 1 Cor. 11 
31. For if we would judge our ſel 


juſt to forgrue ry our ſins, 


we ſhould not be judged ; 


and ifwex 


knowleg our tranigreſtions, and ze/ 
cept of tie puniihment of our iniqui/ 
ty. Read Lev. 26. 40,4 1342+ = 
is not a better way to wipe off the 


reproachesofConſcience,than <d+ 


tears of repentance. Follow the &: 
ample of that Woman that came be 
hind 9ur Lord and Saviour,and wal 
ed his fect with her rears, and wig 
themwith the hairs of her heal. A let 
vice perhaps that you woul.i be lot 
to put your hair to; but Sirs, if yo! 
would };ave Conſcience to be quiet 
then ſeriouſly ſet upon the work 0) 


Tepentanc: 


2. Believe, By 


blood on work, to wipe off the aſper 
ſions and reproaches of Conlcicnce, 


(0] 


| 


l 


Faith ſat Chrilt 


Conſcience the Beſt Friend. 57 


to purifie and pacifie Conlcience, get 

Conſcience ſprinkled with the Blood 

of Chriſt, Yeb.9.14. You read of one 
Mat. 15.28. that tet the Pity and 
Power of Chriſt on work to make her 
Daughter whole. Feſus anſwered 
and ſid unto her, O Woman, great -1s 
thy Faith ! Be it to thee even as thou 
wilt, Chriſt teemed not to regard 
her awhile,but ſhe followed him, and 
ſet his Pity and Power on work. 

Faith will fet the Blood of Chriſt on 
work, to wipe off the reproaches of 
Confcience. The Centurions Faith tet 
Chriſt on work to heal his Servant, 
Lord (ſaith he) my Servant lyeth at 
home ſick, of the Palſy, grievouſly tor- 
mented. And Jeſus ſaith unto him, I 
will come and heal him. The Centurt- 
on anſwered and ſaid, Lord I am not 
worthy that thou ſhouldſt come under 
my Roof, but ſpegk.the word onely, and 
my Servant ſhall be healed. And Fe- 
ſus ſaidginto the Centurion,Go thy way, 
and as thou haſt believed ſo be 8 done 
3 Me 
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unto thee, And his Servant was heal. 
ed in the ſelf ſame hour, Nat. 3.1;, 

The Lepers Faith did fet Chriſt on 
work, at. 8.2,z. Ard there cam) 
a Leper and wor ſhipped him, ſayin, 
Lord, if thou wilt thou canſt mals me 
clean. And Feſw put forth bis haid| 
and touched him, ſaying, Twill, be thou| 
clean: and immediately his Leprofie wa 
cleanſed. The F..her of the Child; 
that had a deaf and a dumb Spirit, his 

Faith ſe: Chriſt on work, Afak 9.23, 
24, 25. eſis [4% mro bur, If thanl 
canſt beli "9 all things 12 | Vible to} 
him that bel«-veth. And ſtraight way 
the Father of :4e Child cryed out with 
tears, Lord, I believe, help thou my| 
awnbelief. The Faith of the Woman | 
diſeaſed with an Iſſue of blood ſet | 
Chriſt on work, tr. 9. 21. For jhe 

ſaid within her ſelf, If I may but touch 
the Hew of his Gatynent, I ſhall be 
whole, And it follows, the Woman | 

Was made whole from that hour, The | 

_ Faith of the poor Leper ſet Chriſt - 

wor 


4 


JF 
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work, Lich? C7s 1D Fe Arid Teſus ſaid 
wto lum, Thy fath hath made thee 
whole. 

And likewiſe the Womans Faith 
(Li? 7 48.) let Chriſt on work for 
the pardon ol her .ins . ke ſaid unto 
her, Thy) {ts are forg ven thee, And 

(ver.50. (os wt pag w_ Thy faith 
h ath ſ.rved thee, von | : 
Ani likew! ie ey E; Th - of Liind 


Bart:n:0:ts ( Adar. 1C. FI, 52.) {ets 
Chris Po and Pi on wort, and 


odtained vicaliing. Alli he F 3, of 
the two blind men in Ar. 9. 29.28, 
26, i© C'rift touched rneir eyes and 
tai, A-co; "img to your faith, ſo be it 
unto yorr. And their Eyes were open- 
ed. 

O if you covld but (actording to 
theſe Examples) fet Faith on work 
for the healing of your ſouls, Conlci- 
ence would be quiet. Thus belpeak 
and expoſtulate with tlineown Con- 
ſcience, and lay, It is true (Conlci- 
ence) I have finned, and deſerved to 
be 
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be reproached and condemned, but! 
fly to the Bloud of Chriſt for clean- 
ling, andI apply that by Faith. Nay 
(faith Conſcience) if thou fly to that 
City of Refuge, I can then no longer| 
purlue after thee; thou art lafe! 
enough from me. If thou makeft the 
Bloud of Chriſt thy Refuge, tl:ou art 
then ſecured from all the Storms, and 
Terrors, and Reproaches of Conſci 
ence. If you would not have Conſci 
ence upbraid you, accule and cor-| 
_ demnyou, fet about the work of Re-| 
pentance andFaith, and then whatlo-| 
ever caule you have given Conſcience! 
to reproach you,it will reproach you; 
no more,it will be quiet and at peace} 
with you ; always provided that you} 
{et about this work of Faith and Re- 
pentance ſeriouſly and in good car- 
neſt. Conſider what hath been ſaid, 
and the Lord give you underſtanding 
n all things. | 


| 
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